Region’s tigers pumped up on educatlon and motlvatlon

Australian business may
be enjoying the export
opportunities presented
by the rise of India and
China, but it also faces
new competition,

writes Andrew Fraser

JONATHON West has just returned from
where he expected to see a lol of cheap,
unskilled labour producing poor-quality goods.
saw instead was cheap, skilled
lafxmr China's hmvy lm'ezlmemm education
in the past is beginning to pay off
Ihxwgh a vnslly mure sld.iled ‘worklorce.
are half a million engi-
menrveryyl‘anandw:nltnrm‘:ﬂmtnpln
one million in the next few years,”” he s

**But their engineers are being paid one 15th-

what they would get in Australia So China's

mnl adyantage is not unskilled labour — Alrica
has got a lot more of them these days buta

skillud and motivated worklorce.”

it is ime Australian businesses.

t a compelitor. 4
rise of China and India in particular is

::hnng‘ng Asia’s role in the world, a change
that has great implications for Australia’s
with its northern neighbours,
next week in Brisbane
at the third Future Summit, s an example of an
achiever returning hwne as Australia’s tradi-
tional brain drain is revi i
He spent his mm:ahvz years in Tasmal
and in the mid-1980s was involved with the
green movement as hwi of the Wilderness
Society in Tasman!a. a group that defied the
naArTow [mphns.huns of its title by having a
broad national profi
Bul he alw:y! uw the environment in a
xt, and after a short stint as a
]Cl\.l!'llallsl at the Merbaame Herald, went lo
Harvard Uniy first

versit
student, later as mcmle professor in the
university’s graduate school of  business

istration.
Along the way, he changed his academic
speciality to mnuvalmn md emerging econa-
mies, and despite an international
reputation in the area, dguded 0 base
in Tasmania, where he is now director of the
Innovation Research Institute at the Univer-

sity of Tasmania.

ile West will offer a specialist perspective
on China al the conference, the mm official
line will be put by Rui Chenggnng the dn'edm'
and anchor of fizChina, the prime-time d
business show on Chma’s {aiy Im:nrnn&on
He is also a columnist for the Beui.':g
M}- the uty‘i ‘most wxlcﬂliye paper

Chms National

Symphuny Orchstn

Other Asian :pukecs contributing to the
conference will include Tan Kang Yam,
director of the Asian research Centre al the
Nanyang Technological University m Singa-

pore, and Ha ] \mg-[;ﬂ:\ r]lr:]d;n' of the
International Relations Institute president
of the Korea University in Ko
ina’s unique circum-
stances are underpinning ils economic sui

ition to the lu:f. el of

wwtld'vnnn;1 China also has si
savings and is experiencing
change involving people

year, the oil

in With China

interior to the eeast and from the countrysideé
to the cities.
“Those sorl of factors arem’l presenl in
other countries, but there are other things
happening there — India’s development. islm
broadly based and more focused, and it is also
a free market, which is so very effective in
R T T et sl
ut perspective e put
stmngly by India's hmh mlmmsmncr to
ustralia,  Prabhat Shukla, and
NIC Si‘nm chairman Of lhc Indian Inslmltl
for Management & Development and a former
mem| verful Planning Commis-

paper prepared for the conference,
Andrew Mclntyre, director of the Asia Pacific
School of Economics & Government at the
Australian National University in Canberra,
drgues that the rise of India and China has
focused attention back on Asia, which is at the
centre of the gm glohalisation.

maslwnnmlwlly open region in the world",

And in the past 20 ymn, exports from the
region have as fast as the rate of
exporl | !nrl.hewmmss a whole,

amillion new

“China and India dominate the limelight at
t, but the story is much wider,” he says.

**The aggregate economic picture around Asia

today i one of continued strong economic

Asian economies grew by 7.5 per cent in
ZDUSnnd re expected 1o get clooe o thet thié
year and next, but more 1mpomnny. many
mare peupla are sharing in this

The World Bank estimates mal m in East
‘Asia, while some 580 million people still live on.
less than $US2 a day, over
the number of in Lhis position has
declining by more than 58 aillion people
annually,” he says.

Melntyre argues that as one
beneficiaries of globalisation, Asia now has a
vested interest in the maintenance of the world
trading system and therefore has *‘the most to
Ime:lmuld lhe process of glohalisation stall or

e reverse'”
Bul he alsc idmtuiu three possible threats
of globalisation within Asia: a

.mns,'be they pindmm or financial panics,

industry is ;ushme hEnzﬂcIar\j ofthe rapid expan!Ten af its skilled workforce



